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CorCenCC Newsletter 

Issue 1: April 2016 
 

Greetings from the PI 
 

The CorCenCC project is now officially up and running! It all began on 1st March 2016 and will be running for the 

next 3.5 years (and is being funded by both ESRC and AHRC). The last five weeks have been very busy indeed. 

Members of the CorCenCC Project Team (CPT) have met and been focusing on one of the most important stages 

of a project of this nature: planning.  

Aims and objectives from the bid have been unpacked, researchers have been trained, tasks and roles have been 

mapped out, and a clearer sense of what needs to be done, by whom and by when has been agreed. We have 

also had the opportunity to invite some of the consultants and advisory board members for the project to join 

discussions in person (Laurence Anthony and Kevin Donnelly) or via Skype (Tom Cobb) and hope to speak with 

other members of the wider CorCenCC project team in the near future too.  

Although it is early days, I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on some of the latest news and 

developments of the project: introducing new members of the project team (RAs), welcoming the ambassadors 

of the project, updating you on the presence of CorCenCC online, and detailing early plans for conference 

presentations.  

Happy reading, Dawn Knight 
 

Introducing...new members of the CorCenCC team 
 

We are proud to announce that we have employed 5 fantastic researchers to work on the CorCenCC project: 
 

Dr. Scott Piao has rich experience in corpus tool development and natural language 

processing. He has worked on seven projects funded by EPSRC, AHRC, EU and JISC, covering 

research topics of corpus construction and annotation, text mining, and application of 

corpus and natural language processing techniques in social computing. In particular, he has 

been involved in the development of corpus semantic annotation system for multiple 

languages for many years. Scott is contributing to the development of the CorCenCC 

semantic tagger and crowdsourcing utilities. 

 
 

Dr Steven Neale joined Cardiff University in March 2016 as a Research Associate on 

the CorCenCC project. Before coming to Cardiff he was a Postdoctoral Researcher with 

the NLX – Natural Language and Speech group at the University of Lisbon in Portugal, 

where he had been working since 2014 after completing his PhD in Computing at the 

University of Tasmania in Australia. Before deciding to pursue an academic career, 

Steven spent his first years after university working in various film, TV and video 

production jobs. Steven is working with Irena and Dawn to build and operationalize 

the part-of-speech tagger, crowdsourcing applications, pedagogic toolkit and corpus 

infrastructure. 
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Dr Gareth Watkins graduated with a Degree in Welsh from Swansea University in 1999. He 

returned to Swansea University in 2007 to follow an MA in Translation with Language 

Technology which he completed in October 2008. After graduating, Gareth delivered a 

Translation and Technology module to 2nd year undergraduates on the BSc Translation 

course at Aston University, before returning to Swansea University again, this time to study 

towards a PhD. Shortly after obtaining the PhD he delivered Undergraduate and 

Postgraduate level modules on Language Technology using on-line distance learning 

methods for Swansea University as part of the Training in Languages and Translation (TILT) 

Project. Gareth is contributing to the collection of the Welsh language data for CorCenCC, developing a part-of-

speech tagset and providing language-specific expertise. 

 

 

Dr Jennifer Needs has recently completed a PhD in the School of Welsh at Cardiff University, 

in which she looked at the principles of online language learning materials development. She 

used these principles to inform the development of her own e-learning materials for adults 

learning Welsh, working in partnership with the Nant Gwrtheyrn Welsh Language and 

Heritage Centre to create bespoke online materials for their learners. Prior to her PhD, 

Jennifer worked as a Research Assistant at Cardiff University in the field of Welsh for Adults, 

and completed a BA in Linguistics and Spanish at Leeds University and an MA in Endangered 

Language Documentation and Revitalisation at SOAS, London. Jennifer is contributing to the 

collection of the Welsh language data for CorCenCC, developing the pedagogic toolkit and 

providing language-specific expertise throughout. 

 

 

Following a 15 year career as an art therapist working mainly with adults who have a 

learning disability, Dr Mair Rees returned to full-time education to study for a BA Welsh 

at Cardiff University in 2004. Subsequently, she was fortunate enough to win a 

scholarship which also enabled her to undertake a PhD in Welsh literature. Since 

graduating in 2012 Mair has worked as a creative editor with Gomer Press, Llandysul. 

She regularly contributes reviews and articles to Welsh journals and also has a small 

business making quirky Welsh-language gifts and cards. Mair is contributing to the 

collection of the Welsh language data and providing language-specific expertise 

throughout the project. 

Project ambassadors 
 

It's a pleasure to announce that Nia Parry (TV   

presenter, producer and researcher; Welsh  

tutor, Welsh in a week (S4C)); Nigel Owens 

(international rugby referee; TV presenter), 

Cerys Matthews (Musician author; radio and 

TV presenter) and Damian Walford Davies (Prof. of English Literature; 

poet Chair of Literature Wales) are the official ambassadors  

of the CorCenCC project. 
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CorCenCC online 
 

We have set up a holding website for the project. This is a static website which outlines the basic aims of the 

project and provides details of team members and contact information: http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/corcencc/ 
 

The main project website (that will host the corpus) will be launched later this year: www.corcencc.org 
 

You can also keep up to date with developments on the project via Facebook www.facebook.com/CorCenCC/; 

Twitter https://twitter.com/corcencc (Tweet us @CorCenCC). You can also contact us on the project email 

address: corcencc@cardifff.ac.uk  

 

 

CorCenCC @ conferences  
 

Despite being very early days, I am pleased to announce that the following papers have been accepted for 

presentations at conferences in 2016:  

 Fitzpatrick, T., Knight, D. and Morris, S. (2016). Creating pedagogical wordlists: a comparison of 

thematic and corpus approaches. Paper to be presented at the Pacific Second Language Research Forum 

(PacSLRF2016), September 2016, Tokyo, Japan.  

 Knight, D., Fitzpatrick, T. and Morris, S. (2016). CorCenCC - Corpws Cenedlaethol Cymraeg Cyfoes (The 

National Corpus of Contemporary Welsh). WISERD (Wales Institute of Social and Economic Research, 

Data and Methods), July 2016, Swansea University.  

 Knight, D., Neale, S., Spasic, I., Morris, S. and Fitzpatrick, T. (2016). Crowdsourcing corpus construction: 

contextualizing plans for CorCenCC (Corpws Cenedlaethol Cymraeg Cyfoes - The National Corpus of 

Contemporary Welsh). Paper to be presented at the IVACS 2016 conference, June 2016, Bath Spa 

University.  

 Needs, J., Rees, M., Watkins, G., Morris, S., Knight, D. and Fitzpatrick, T. (2016). CorCenCC (Corpws 

Cenedlaethol Cymraeg Cyfoes – The National Corpus of Contemporary Welsh): Challenges and 

applications in a minoritised language context. Paper to be presented at the IVACS 2016 conference, 

June 2016, Bath Spa University.  

 Piao, S., Rayson, P., Archer, D., Bianchi, F., Dayrell, C. El-Haj, M., Jiménez, R-M., Knight, D., Michal Křen, 

M., Löfberg, L., Nawab, R., Shafi, J., The, P-L. and Mudraya, O. (2016). Lexical Coverage Evaluation of 

Large-scale Multilingual Semantic Lexicons for Twelve Languages. Paper delivered at the LREC 

(Language Resources Evaluation) 2016 Conference, May 2016, Slovenia. 
 

 

If you have any comments or questions about the content of this newsletter please contact Dr Dawn Knight: KnightD5@cardiff.ac.uk  
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